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“A clear and accessible
introduction to philosophy’s
first superstar” by the author of
On Truth and Think, one of our
great contemporary

philosophers (Kirkus Reviews).
Plato is perhaps the most
significant philosopher who
ever lived and The Republic,
composed in Athens in about
375 BC, is widely regarded as
his most famous dialogue. Its
discussion of the perfect
city—and the perfect
mind—laid the foundations for
Western culture and has been
the cornerstone of Western
philosophy. As the
distinguished Cambridge
professor Simon Blackburn
points out, it has probably
sustained more commentary,
and been subject to more
radical and impassioned
disagreement, than almost any
other text in the modern world.
“A provocative companion to an
essential text” (Publishers
Weekly), Plato’s Republic
explores the judicial, moral,
and political ideas in The
Republic with dazzling insight.
Blackburn also examines The
Republic’s influence and
staying power, and shows why,
from St. Augustine to
twentieth-century philosophers
such as Ludwig Wittgenstein,
Western thought is still
conditioned by this most
important, and contemporary,
of books. “Plato’s Republic . . .
which Blackburn rightly
suggests is the first book to
shake the world, is loaded with
perennial questions that every
generation must struggle with.

How are we to live our lives?
What is virtue and can it be
taught? Are pleasure and good
the same?”—The Independent
“Philosopher Simon Blackburn
has written a new book about
The Republic, gently reminding
those of us who have forgotten
it why it remains so important.
The book unquestionably
belongs on anybody’s list of
Books That Changed the
World.”—NPR An Yves R.
Simon Reader is the first
collection of texts from the
entirety of the philosopher's
work. French Catholic (and
then American) political
philosopher Yves R. Simon was
a student of Jacques Maritain
and one of the most important
figures in the revival of
Thomism. His work, however,
is still little known in English,
and there is as yet no English
biography of him. In An Yves R.
Simon Reader: The
Philosopher's Calling, Michael
D. Torre provides an erudite
and helpful introduction to
Simon's life and thought. The
volume contains selected key
texts from all of Simon's twenty
books, half of which were
published posthumously,
dividing them into three
sections. The first
fundamentally defends the
Aristotelian and Thomistic
account of human knowing.
The second begins with his
groundbreaking discussion of



human freedom and ends with
his account of practical
wisdom. The third then
expands this account to cover
the chief concerns of his social
and political philosophy. The
selections are long enough to
be substantive and contain
sustained and complete
arguments. Each selection has
its own foreword by an eminent
commentator, familiar with
Simon's work, who lays out the
necessary context for the
reader. An Yves R. Simon
Reader includes sections from
several of Simon's last and
most important essays: on
sensitive knowledge and on the
analogous nature of "act." It
includes a number of excerpts
from his justly famous account
and defense of democratic
government. The hallmarks of
his work--his careful
conceptual analysis, his genius
for finding undervalued
examples, and his talent for
creating expressions that
revivified an outworn idea--are
on display throughout. Indeed,
as one of the book's
contributors says, Simon
touched nothing that he did not
adorn. The result is a highly
readable introduction to the
thought of a key and
underappreciated modern
philosopher. Contributors:
Michael D. Torre, Jude P.
Dougherty, Raymond Dennehy,
John C. Cahalan, Steven A.
Long, Ralph Nelson, John P.
Hittinger Jr., Ralph McInerny,
David B. Burrell, CSC,
Laurence Berns, Catherine
Green, W. David Solomon, V.
Bradley Lewis, Joseph W.
Koterski, SJ, James V. Schall,
SJ, George Anastaplo, Walter J.
Nicgorski, John A. Gueguen Jr.,

Thomas R. Rourke, Jeanne
Heffernan Schindler, and
Robert Royal. Simon Critchley's
Very Short Introduction shows
that Continental philosophy
encompasses a distinct set of
philosophical traditions and
practices, with a compelling
range of problems all too often
ignored by the analytic
tradition. He discusses the
ideas and approaches of
philosophers such as Kant,
Hegel, Nietzsche, Husserl,
Heidegger, Sartre, Habermas,
Foucault, and Derrida, and
introduces key concepts such
as existentialism, nihilism, and
phenomenology by explaining
their place in the Continental
tradition. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and
challenging topics highly
readable. Bestselling author
Simon Blackburn tackles the
key questions in philosophy--
and provides easy-to-
understand and enlightening
answers. In Big Questions:
Philosophy, bestselling author
Simon Blackburn addresses the
20 essential questions: What is
the meaning of life? Am I free?
Why is there something and not
nothing? What do we really
know? Is there such a thing as
society? Can machines think?
What is time? How can I
deceive myself? Why be good?
What fills up space? Can we
truly understand each other?

Why do things keep on keeping
on? Are we rational? What am
I? What are my rights? Is truth
relative? Do we need God?
What is human nature? What is
beauty? Is death to be feared?
A new and expansive collection
of essays from one of the
world's best-known popular
philosophers The moderator of
the New York Times’ Stone
column and the author of
numerous books on everything
from Greek tragedy to David
Bowie, Simon Critchley has
been a strong voice in popular
philosophy for more than a
decade. This volume brings
together thirty†‘five essays,
originally published in the
Times, on a wide range of
topics, from the dimensions of
Plato’s academy and the
mysteries of Eleusis to Philip K.
Dick, Mormonism, money, and
the joy and pain of Liverpool
Football Club fans. In an
engaging and jargon†‘free
style, Critchley writes with
honesty about the state of
world as he offers
philosophically informed and
insightful considerations of
happiness, violence, and faith.
Stripped of inaccessible
academic armatures, these
short pieces bring philosophy
out of the ivory tower and
demonstrate an exciting new
way to think in public. Trust is
pervasive in our lives. Both our
simplest actions – like buying a
coffee, or crossing the street –
as well as the functions of large
collective institutions – like
those of corporations and
nation states – would not be
possible without it. Yet only in
the last several decades has
trust started to receive focused
attention from philosophers as



a specific topic of investigation.
The Routledge Handbook of
Trust and Philosophy brings
together 31 never-before
published chapters, accessible
for both students and
researchers, created to cover
the most salient topics in the
various theories of trust. The
Handbook is broken up into
three sections: I. What is
Trust? II. Whom to Trust? III.
Trust in Knowledge, Science,
and Technology The Handbook
is preceded by a foreword by
Maria Baghramian, an
introduction by volume editor
Judith Simon, and each chapter
includes a bibliography and
cross-references to other
entries in the volume. An
original study of the
philosophical problems
associated with inductive
reasoning. Like most of the
main questions in
epistemology, the classical
problem of induction arises
from doubts about a mode of
inference used to justify some
of our most familiar and
pervasive beliefs. The
experience of each individual is
limited and fragmentary, yet
the scope of our beliefs is much
wider; and it is the relation
between belief and experience,
in particular the belief that the
future will in some respects
resemble the past and the
unobserved the observed,
which forms the subject of this
book. Dr Blackburn's first aim
is to state the problem of
induction properly, to show
that there does exist a genuine
problem immune to the
solutions in vogue at present,
yet no tin principle insoluble.
He gives an extended and
original account of the concept

of a reason and goes on to
discuss prediction. In the end
Dr Blackburn produces a
rationale for belief in certain
short-term predictions based
on his reinterpretation of the
classical principle of
indifference. He claims that a
justification for induction can
be found along the lines he has
suggested and must indeed be
found there if anywhere. From
this renowned philosopher
comes a debut work of fiction,
at once a brilliant précis of the
history of philosophy, a
semiautobiographical
meditation on the absurd
relationship between
knowledge and memory, and a
very funny story A French
philosopher dies during a
savage summer heat wave.
Boxes carrying his unpublished
papers mysteriously appear in
Simon Critchley’s office.
Rooting through them,
Critchley discovers a brilliant
text on the ancient art of
memory and a cache of
astrological charts predicting
the deaths of various
philosophers. Among them is a
chart for Critchley himself,
laying out in great detail the
course of his life and eventual
demise. While waiting for his
friend’s prediction to come
through, Critchley receives the
missing, final box, which
contains a maquette of Giulio
Camillo’s sixteenth-century
Venetian memory theater, a
space supposed to contain the
sum of all knowledge. With
nothing left to hope for,
Critchley devotes himself to
one final project before his
death—the building of a
structure to house his
collective memories and

document the remnants of his
entire life. The Routledge
Companion to Philosophy of
Medicine is a comprehensive
guide to topics in the fields of
epistemology and metaphysics
of medicine. It examines
traditional topics such as the
concept of disease, causality in
medicine, the epistemology of
the randomized controlled trial,
the biopsychosocial model,
explanation, clinical judgment
and phenomenology of
medicine and emerging topics,
such as philosophy of
epidemiology, measuring
harms, the concept of
disability, nursing perspectives,
race and gender, the
metaphysics of Chinese
medicine, and narrative
medicine. Each of the 48
chapters is written especially
for this volume and with a
student audience in mind. For
pedagogy and clarity, each
chapter contains an extended
example illustrating the ideas
discussed. This text is intended
for use as a reference for
students in courses in
philosophy of medicine and
philosophy of science, and
pairs well with The Routledge
Companion to Bioethics for use
in medical humanities and
social science courses. The
classic approaches --
Correspondence -- Coherence --
Pragmatism -- Deflationism --
Tarski and the semantic theory
of truth -- Summary of part I --
Varieties of enquiry -- Truths of
taste; truth in art -- Truth in
ethics -- Reason -- Religion and
truth -- Interpretations. Twenty
years ago, Alain Badiou's first
Manifesto for Philosophy rose
up against the all-pervasive
proclamation of the "end" of



philosophy. In lieu of this
problematic of the end, he put
forward the watchword: "one
more step". The situation has
considerably changed since
then. Philosophy was
threatened with obliteration at
the time, whereas today it finds
itself under threat for the
diametrically opposed reason:
it is endowed with an
excessive, artificial existence.
"Philosophy" is everywhere. It
serves as a trademark for
various media pundits. It livens
up cafés and health clubs. It
has its magazines and its
gurus. It is universally called
upon, by everything from banks
to major state commissions, to
pronounce on ethics, law and
duty. In essence, "philosophy"
has now come to stand for
nothing other than its most
ancient enemy: conservative
ethics. Badiou's second
manifesto therefore seeks to
demoralize philosophy and to
separate it from all those
"philosophies" that are as
servile as they are ubiquitous.
It demonstrates the power of
certain eternal truths to
illuminate action and, as such,
to transport philosophy far
beyond the figure of "the
human" and its "rights". There,
well beyond all moralism, in
the clear expanse of the idea,
life becomes something
radically other than survival.
This is a book about the big
questions in life: knowledge,
consciousness, fate, God, truth,
goodness, justice. It is for
anyone who believes there are
big questions out there, but
does not know how to approach
them. Think sets out to explain
what they are and why they are
important. Simon Blackburn

begins by putting forward a
convincing case for the study of
philosophy and goes on to give
the reader a sense of how the
great historical figures such as
Descartes, Hume, Kant, and
Wittgenstein have approached
its central themes. Each
chapter explains a major issue,
and gives the reader a self-
contained guide through the
problems that philosophers
have studied. The large scope
of topics covered range from
scepticism, the self, mond and
body, and freedom to ethics
and the arguments surrounding
the existence of God. Lively
and approachable, this book is
ideal for all those who want to
learn how the basic techniques
of thinking shape our
existence. The return to
religion has perhaps become
the dominant cliché of
contemporary theory, which
rarely offers anything more
than an exaggerated echo of a
political reality dominated by
religious war. Somehow, the
secular age seems to have been
replaced by a new era, where
political action flows directly
from metaphysical conflict. The
Faith of the Faithless asks how
we might respond. Following
Critchley’s Infinitely
Demanding, this new book
builds on its philosophical and
political framework, also
venturing into the questions of
faith, love, religion and
violence. Should we defend a
version of secularism and
quietly accept the slide into a
form of theism—or is there
another way? From Rousseau’s
politics and religion to the
return to St. Paul in Taubes,
Agamben and Badiou, via
explorations of politics and

original sin in the work of
Schmitt and John Gray,
Critchley examines whether
there can be a faith of the
faithless, a belief for
unbelievers. Expanding on his
debate with Slavoj Žižek,
Critchley concludes with a
meditation on the question of
violence, and the limits of non-
violence. Best known to the
general public for his attempts
to make philosophy accessible
to those with little or no formal
training, Simon Blackburn's
reputation in academic circles
is based on a lifetime pursuit of
a projectivist and anti-realist
research programme in the
spirit of the great David Hume.
This volume of critical essays
by some of the most influential
philosophers working today
documents the whole range
and influence of Blackburn's
work, and poses some novel
challenges for him. The idea of
Continental Philosophy has
never been properly explained
in philosophical terms. In this
short and engaging book Simon
Glendinning attempts finally to
succeed where others have
failed--although not by giving
an account of its internal unity
but by showing instead why no
such account can be given.
Providing a clear picture of the
current state of the
contemporary philosophical
culture Glendinning traces the
origins and development of the
idea of a distinctive Continental
tradition, critiquing current
attempts to survey the field of
contemporary philosophy. This
analytical anthology introduces
students with little background
in either to both law and
philosophy using prominent
classic political philosophers,



legal theorists, and abundant
landmark court cases. Legal
issues are placed in their
historical and philosophical
contexts. The book considers
critical issues such as civil
disobedience, war crimes, and
the death penalty. It teaches
the basics of international,
constitutional, and criminal law
and shows how philosophy of
law helps makes sense of and
unifies the seeming “scraps
and fragments” of law. The
chapters focus on different
areas of law and on different
philosophers and philosophies.
A classical political philosopher
anchors each area of law
covered. The anthology
includes writings from
prominent political
philosophers (Plato, Aristotle,
Hobbes, Locke, Kant, Mill,
Nietzsche, and Rawls), from
classical legal theorists
(Aquinas, Grotius, Austin,
Fuller, Hart, and Dworkin), and
from judicial opinions (Justices
Blackmun, Brennan, Marshall,
Rehnquist, and Scalia). A
compelling read, Very Little ...
Almost Nothing opens up new
ways of understanding finitude,
modernity and the nature of
imagination. Revised edition
with a new preface by the
author. Metaethics is an
engaging and argumentative
textbook introducing advanced
students to the cutting edge of
the debate in one of the most
exciting areas of contemporary
philosophy. Kirchin covers key
topics, including varieties of
moral realism, error theory,
noncognitivism, and a brand
new position; metaethical
pluralism. This bestselling
dictionary is written by one of
the leading philosophers of our

time, and it is widely
recognized as the best
dictionary of its kind.
Comprehensive and
authoritative, it covers every
aspect of philosophy from
Aristotle to Zen. With clear and
concise definitions, it provides
lively and accessible coverage
of not only Western
philosophical traditions, but
also themes from Chinese,
Indian, Islamic, and Jewish
philosophy. Entries include
over 400 biographies of famous
and influential philosophers, in-
depth analysis of philosophical
terms and concepts, and a
chronology of philosophical
events stretching from 10,000
BC to the present day. New
entries on philosophy of
economics, social theory,
neuroscience, philosophy of the
mind, and moral conceptions
bring the third edition of this
dictionary fully up to date.
Fully cross-referenced and
containing over 3,300
alphabetical entries, it is the
ideal introduction to philosophy
for anyone with an interest in
the subject, and it is an
indispensable work of
reference for students and
teachers. Climate change,
habitat loss, rising extinction
rates - such problems call for
more than just new policies and
practices. They raise
fundamental questions about
the world and our place in it.
What, for instance, is the
natural world? Do we humans
belong to it? Which parts of it
are we morally obliged to
protect? Drawing on an
exceptionally wide range of
sources, from virtue ethics to
Buddhism, leading
environmental philosopher

Simon P. James sets out to
answer these vitally important
questions. The book begins
with a discussion of animal
minds, before moving on to
explore our moral relations
with non-human organisms,
ecosystems and the earth as a
whole. James then considers
environmental aesthetics,
humanity's place in the natural
world and the question of what
it means to be wild. In the
concluding chapter, he applies
his findings to the topic of
global climate change, building
a strong moral case for urgent
action. This accessible,
entertainingly written book will
be essential reading for
students of the environment
across the humanities and
social sciences. It will,
moreover, be an ideal guide for
anyone keen to deepen their
understanding of
environmental issues. It is not
only in our dark hours that
scepticism, relativism,
hypocrisy, and nihilism dog
ethics. Whether it is a matter of
giving to charity, or sticking to
duty, or insisting on our rights,
we can be confused, or be
paralysed by the fear that our
principles are groundless.
Many are afraid that in a
Godless world science has
unmasked us as creatures fated
by our genes to be selfish and
tribalistic, or competitive and
aggressive. Simon Blackburn,
author of the best-sellingThink,
structures this short
introduction around these and
other threats to ethics.
Confronting seven different
objections to our self-image as
moral, well-behaved creatures,
he charts a course through the
philosophical quicksands that



often engulf us. Then, turning
to problems of life and death,
he showshow we should think
about the meaning of life, and
how we should mistrust the
sound-bite sized absolutes that
often dominate moral debates.
Finally he offers a critical tour
of the ways the philosophical
tradition has tried to provide
foundations for ethics, from
Plato and Aristotle through to
contemporary debates. In this
beautifully written and deeply
insightful book, Simon
Critchley shows how Wallace
Stevens's poems contain deep
and important philosophical
insight. This book examines
autism from the tradition of
analytic philosophy, working
from the premise that Autism
Spectrum Disorders raise
interesting philosophical
questions that need to be and
can be addressed in a manner
that is clear, jargon-free, and
accessible. The goal of the
original essays in this book is
to provide a philosophically
rich analysis of issues raised by
autism and to afford dignity
and respect to those impacted
by autism by placing it at the
center of the discussion.
Diogenes died by holding his
breath. Plato allegedly died of a
lice infestation. Diderot choked
to death on an apricot.
Nietzsche made a long, soft-
brained and dribbling descent
into oblivion after kissing a
horse in Turin. From the self-
mocking haikus of Zen masters
on their deathbeds to the last
words (gasps) of modern-day
sages, The Book of Dead
Philosophers chronicles the
deaths of almost 200
philosophers-tales of
weirdness, madness, suicide,

murder, pathos and bad luck.
In this elegant and amusing
book, Simon Critchley argues
that the question of what
constitutes a 'good death' has
been the central preoccupation
of philosophy since ancient
times. As he brilliantly
demonstrates, looking at what
the great thinkers have said
about death inspires a life-
affirming enquiry into the
meaning and possibility of
human happiness. In learning
how to die, we learn how to
live. Critchley discusses the
ideas and approaches of
philosophers such as Kant,
Hegel, Nietzsche, and Husserl,
and introduces key concepts
such as existentialism, nihilism,
and phenomenology by
explaining their place in the
continental tradition. Provides
a comprehensive introduction
to the major philosophical
theories attempting to explain
the workings of language
Covering the complete
development of post-Kantian
Continental philosophy, this
volume serves as an essential
reference work for
philosophers and those
engaged in the many
disciplines that are integrally
related to Continental and
European Philosophy. The
author of the highly popular
book Think, which Time
magazine hailed as "the one
book every smart person
should read to understand, and
even enjoy, the key questions
of philosophy," Simon
Blackburn is that rara avis--an
eminent thinker who is able to
explain philosophy to the
general reader. Now Blackburn
offers a tour de force
exploration of what he calls

"the most exciting and
engaging issue in the whole of
philosophy"--the age-old war
over truth. The front lines of
this war are well defined. On
one side are those who believe
in plain, unvarnished facts,
rock-solid truths that can be
found through reason and
objectivity--that science leads
to truth, for instance. Their
opponents mock this idea. They
see the dark forces of
language, culture, power,
gender, class, ideology and
desire--all subverting our
perceptions of the world, and
clouding our judgement with
false notions of absolute truth.
Beginning with an early
skirmish in the war--when
Socrates confronted the
sophists in ancient Athens--
Blackburn offers a penetrating
look at the longstanding battle
these two groups have waged,
examining the philosophical
battles fought by Plato,
Protagoras, William James,
David Hume, Hans-Georg
Gadamer, Jacques Derrida,
Michel Foucault, Richard
Rorty, and many others, with a
particularly fascinating look at
Nietzsche. Among the
questions Blackburn considers
are: is science mere opinion,
can historians understand
another historical period, and
indeed can one culture ever
truly understand another.
Blackburn concludes that both
sides have merit, and that
neither has exclusive
ownership of truth. What is
important is that, whichever
side we embrace, we should
know where we stand and what
is to be said for our opponents.
We are partial to people with
whom we share special



relationships--if someone is
your child, parent, or friend,
you wouldn't treat them as you
would a stranger. But is
partiality justified, and if so,
why? Partiality presents a
theory of the reasons
supporting special treatment
within special relationships and
explores the vexing problem of
how we might reconcile the
moral value of these
relationships with competing
claims of impartial morality.
Simon Keller explains that in
order to understand why we
give special treatment to our
family and friends, we need to
understand how people come
to matter in their own rights.
Keller first presents two main
accounts of partiality: the
projects view, on which reasons
of partiality arise from the
place that people take within
our lives and our commitments,
and the relationships view, on
which relationships themselves
contain fundamental value or
reason-giving force. Keller then
argues that neither view is
satisfactory because neither
captures the experience of
acting well within special
relationships. Instead, Keller
defends the individuals view,
on which reasons of partiality
arise from the value of the
individuals with whom our
relationships are shared. He
defends this view by saying
that we must accept that two
people, whether friend or
stranger, can have the same
value, even as their value
makes different demands upon
people with whom they share
different relationships. Keller
explores the implications of
this claim within a wider
understanding of morality and

our relationships with groups,
institutions, and countries. This
complete treatise of political
philosophy demonstrates Yves
R. Simon's belief that, even in
the best conceivable
circumstances, government is
needed to determine direction
toward the common good and
to provide the means for united
action. A major new edition of
the best-selling and most
authoritative paperback
dictionary of philosophy
available. Contains over 3,000
entries, including over 500 new
entries, as well as biographies
of nearly 500 philosophers. A
wide-ranging and reliable
source of reference for
advanced students, a solid
support for teachers, and an
excellent introduction to
philosophy for beginners. -
;This best-selling dictionary is
written by one of the most
famous philosophers of our
time, and widely recognised as
the best dictionary of its kind.
Wide-ranging and
authoritative, it covers every
aspect of philosophy from
Aristotle to Zen. Clear, concise
and easy to use, it provides
lively and accessible coverage
of not only Western
philosophical traditions, but
also themes from Chinese,
Indian, Islamic, and Jewish
philosophy. Entries include
over 500 biographies of famous
and influential philosophers, in-
depth analysis of philosophical
terms and concepts, and a
chronology of philosophical
events stretching from 10,000
BC to the present day. The first
edition of this dictionary
became a market leader and a
standard work of reference,
selling over 100,000 copies.

Now the author, Professor
Simon Blackburn, has revised
and updated it to include over
500 new entries including
terms from related disciplines
such as religion, science and
logic. Fully cross-referenced
and containing over 3,000
alphabetical entries, this
dictionary is the ideal
introduction to philosophy for
beginners, and an essential
work of reference for more
advanced students and
teachers. - An Yves R. Simon
Reader is the first collection of
texts from the entirety of the
philosopher’s work. French
Catholic (and then American)
political philosopher Yves R.
Simon was a student of Jacques
Maritain and one of the most
important figures in the revival
of Thomism. His work,
however, is still little known in
English, and there is as yet no
English biography of him. In An
Yves R. Simon Reader: The
Philosopher’s Calling, Michael
D. Torre provides an erudite
and helpful introduction to
Simon’s life and thought. The
volume contains selected key
texts from all of Simon’s twenty
books, half of which were
published posthumously,
dividing them into three
sections. The first
fundamentally defends the
Aristotelian and Thomistic
account of human knowing.
The second begins with his
groundbreaking discussion of
human freedom and ends with
his account of practical
wisdom. The third then
expands this account to cover
the chief concerns of his social
and political philosophy. The
selections are long enough to
be substantive and contain



sustained and complete
arguments. Each selection has
its own foreword by an eminent
commentator, familiar with
Simon’s work, who lays out the
necessary context for the
reader. An Yves R. Simon
Reader includes sections from
several of Simon’s last and
most important essays: on
sensitive knowledge and on the
analogous nature of “act.” It
includes a number of excerpts
from his justly famous account
and defense of democratic
government. The hallmarks of
his work—his careful
conceptual analysis, his genius
for finding undervalued
examples, and his talent for
creating expressions that
revivified an outworn idea—are
on display throughout. Indeed,
as one of the book’s
contributors says, Simon
touched nothing that he did not
adorn. The result is a highly
readable introduction to the
thought of a key and
underappreciated modern
philosopher. Contributors:
Michael D. Torre, Jude P.
Dougherty, Raymond Dennehy,
John C. Cahalan, Steven A.
Long, Ralph Nelson, John P.
Hittinger, Ralph McInerny,
David B. Burrell, CSC,
Laurence Berns, Catherine
Green, W. David Solomon, V.
Bradley Lewis, Joseph W.
Koterski, SJ, James V. Schall,
SJ, George Anastaplo, Walter J.
Nicgorski, John A. Gueguen, Jr.,
Thomas R. Rourke, Jeanne
Heffernan Schindler, and
Robert Royal. This volume,
which includes accessibly
written chapters by skeptics
and believers, asks deep
questions about the nature,
possibility, and desirability of

heaven that will be of interest
to anyone who has pondered
life beyond the grave. You play
soccer. You watch soccer. You
live soccer You breathe soccer.
But do you think about soccer?
Soccer is the world’s most
popular sport, inspiring the
absolute devotion of countless
fans around the globe. But
what is it about soccer that
makes it so compelling to
watch, discuss, and think
about? Is it what it says about
class, race, or gender? Is it our
national, regional, or tribal
identities? Simon Critchley
thinks it’s all of these and
more. In his new book, he
explains what soccer can tell us
about each, and how each
informs the way we interpret
the game, all while building a
new system of aesthetics, or
even poetics, that we can use
to watch the beautiful game.
Critchley has made a career
out of bringing philosophy to
the people through popular
subjects, and in What We Think
About When We Think About
Soccer he uses his considerable
philosophical acumen to
examine the sport that has
captured the hearts and minds
of millions. In What Do We
Really Know? Simon Blackburn
addresses the twenty most-
asked philosophical questions,
including 'Can machines
think?', 'What is the meaning of
life?', 'Is death to be feared?',
'Why be good?', 'What am I?'
and 'What do we really know?'
Each 3000-word essay
examines a question that has
eternally perplexed enquiring
minds, and provides answers
from history's great thinkers.
Lust, says Simon Blackburn, is
furtive, headlong, always sizing

up opportunities. It is a trail of
clothing in the hallway, the
trashy cousin of love. But be
that as it may, the aim of this
delightful book is to rescue lust
"from the denunciations of old
men of the deserts, to deliver it
from the pallid and envious
confessor and the stocks and
pillories of the Puritans, to
drag it from the category of sin
to that of virtue." Blackburn,
author of such popular
philosophy books as Think and
Being Good, here offers a
sharp-edged probe into the
heart of lust, blending together
insight from some of the
world's greatest thinkers on
sex, human nature, and our
common cultural foibles.
Blackburn takes a wide
ranging, historical approach,
discussing lust as viewed by
Aristophanes and Plato, lust in
the light of the Stoic mistrust
of emotion, and the Christian
fear of the flesh that catapulted
lust to the level of deadly sin.
He describes how philosophical
pessimists like Schopenhauer
and Sartre contributed to our
thinking about lust and
explores the false starts in
understanding lust represented
by Freud, Kinsey, and modern
"evolutionary psychology." But
most important, Blackburn
reminds us that lust is also life-
affirming, invigorating, fun. He
points to the work of David
Hume (Blackburn's favorite
philosopher) who saw lust not
only as a sensual delight but
also "a joy of the mind."
Written by one of the most
eminent living philosophers,
attractively illustrated and
colorfully packaged, Lust is a
book that anyone would lust
over. A new and expansive



collection of essays from one of
the world's best-known popular
philosophers The moderator of
the New York Times' Stone
column and the author of
numerous books on everything
from Greek tragedy to David
Bowie, Simon Critchley has
been a strong voice in popular
philosophy for more than a
decade. This volume brings
together thirty-five essays,
originally published in the
Times, on a wide range of
topics, from the dimensions of

Plato's academy and the
mysteries of Eleusis to Philip K.
Dick, Mormonism, money, and
the joy and pain of Liverpool
Football Club fans. In an
engaging and jargon-free style,
Critchley writes with honesty
about the state of world as he
offers philosophically informed
and insightful considerations of
happiness, violence, and faith.
Stripped of inaccessible
academic armatures, these
short pieces bring philosophy
out of the ivory tower and
demonstrate an exciting new

way to think in public. This is a
book about the big questions in
life: knowledge, consciousness,
fate, God, truth, goodness,
justice. It is for anyone who
thinks there are big questions
lurking out there, but does not
know how to approach them.
Written by the author of the
bestselling Oxford Dictionary of
Philosophy, Think sets out to
explain what they are and why
they are important.
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